
                       UPTON PYNE AND COWLEY PARISH COUNCIL

                 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON                   

                       MONDAY THE 8th November 2010 AT 7.30 PM AT THE                    

                                                     VILLAGE HALL.

Present                                          In attendance

Cllr Hugh Evans                            Mrs J. Ward - Clerk                                    

Cllr B Short                                   WPC Anita Kemp
Cllr N Taverner                             Cllr P Bowden
Cllr S Wass                                   Mrs Lisa Clapp
Cllr D Custance Baker                  
 Cllr P Keen

Cllr P Overton

Cllr A Jackson

Cllr E Rogers                                                      
	15 Minutes Open Forum: 
a. Speke-Up: Discussion of Parish Council notes for the October edition.  It was agreed that an apology should be offered to Brampford Speke Parish Council.
b. Reminder: the Clerk asked councillors to send her all correspondence and any written work for approval before going to print. 
c. Headed Note Paper: The Chair proposed that the Council should use note paper with the heading: ‘Upton Pyne and Cowley’ in all correspondence.  All agreed.
d. Posters: The Chair proposed that having a template would save a lot of councillors’ time. Possibly also a wooden stand.  
e. Changes to Big Lottery Funding: see under Cllr P Bowden report.
f.     Halloween: It was agreed to investigate joint organisation with other village organisations aiming to create a more child-friendly event for 2011.
125/10 To receive apologies for absence: received from Cllr S Luxton.
126//10 Minutes: Minutes of the 11th of October 2010 approved.

127/10 Declarations of interests-.to be taken as identified.  
128/10 Report by Community Police Officer WPC Anita Kemp.  

a. Shoplifter at Bernville Nurseries.

b. WPC Kemp stated that people should be wary of garden shed thefts: she will place an article in Speke-Up warning people about this.
c. Cowley Speed Watch: Training to be completed by the beginning of December.

The police left the meeting at 8.pm.

129/10 Devon County Councillor P Bowden: 

1. Cllr Bowden emphasised the importance of being aware of the elderly and needy in the village in view of impending loss of central services.  Cases of people not coping need to be reported to Devon County Council. 
2. Grit Bins: no funds for this year, but some will be available for next year.  Cllr A Jackson queried whether if the Council bought their own bins would the Council fill them and offered to follow this up.  The Clerk will also call Highways to see if there is any limit on supplies and also to ask if this would be salt, sand or a mixture of both.

3. Lottery Funding: Cllr Bowden stated that money for very large projects designed to support the whole community would still possibly be funded.
4. ‘Exercise Watermark’: In March 2011 parishes will be contacted to heck how they are coping with flooding’

5. The Chair asked for a date when we would be informed  what funding was or was not available.  Cllr Bowden said that would be the 1st or 2nd week of February 2011.
Cllr Bowden left the meeting at 8.15pm.

130/10 Report by East Devon District Councillor: Cllr Luxton was unable to attend.  The Chair read out his e-mail covering two matters:

 a. Local Development Framework response:  The Chair asked a councillor to fill in the form: Cllr B Short to send to the Clerk.  
b. The start of the upgraded refuge and recycling scheme which starts on Friday 19th November2010.  Cllr Luxton asked  the Parish Council to let him know of any problems. 

131/10 Updates on Councillors Responsibilities. 

1. Cardboard Recycling: Cllr S Wass stated that the bins would cost £250.00 each and that the parish would need four and there was a query whether the suppliers might meet the Council half way with the cost.  Cllr D Custance Baker said it is possible to hire a bin at £1 per week.  This will be discussed again at the January meeting.  Cllr N Taverner said that the Village Hall Committee agreed to have a bin to be placed in the front of the Hall.
2. Notice Boards: the carpenter has yet to send quotes to the Clerk. 

3. Cycle Path: The Chair is to meet with the landowners.

4. Gritting Programme: See under Cllr Bowden report.
5. A377: Cllrs Pat Overton and Tony Jackson attended.  Cllr Jackson read out the notes from the meeting.  Next meeting in 12 months time.  The Chair thanked the cllrs for attending.
6. Highways: The Clerk waiting to hear from them re tarmac problem outside Glebe Close.
7. Bus Shelter: update from Mrs Lisa Clapp.  To date 99 calendars have been sold.  Profit: £383.00.  Commemorative plaque plans shelved due to lack of interest.  Plans for the business plaque may still go ahead , but  the Parish Council felt the suggested  amount of £250.00 was too costly for our generally small businesses. Cllr Jackson suggested that an amount below £100.00 be put forward to gauge how many businesses would be interested.  Cllr B Short suggested trying the National Lottery ‘Awards for All’.  The Parish Council chose The QB design for the village bus shelter at a cost of £3,383.02 which, fitted with a seat gives a total cost of £4,027.82.  Approval proposed by Cllr Jackson and seconded by Cllr N Taverner with an upper limit of £4,200.00: all in favour.
Mrs Clapp left the meeting at 8.35pm.
132/10 Local Development Framework: Cllr B Short to send this to the Clerk.

133/10 Research Into Planning And Localism In The South West: University of Plymouth Survey: this is for individuals and it was agreed people would complete the form.  Cllr A Jackson stressed that any views are ones ‘own personal views’.
134/10 Armistice Day: All arrangements have been made.  in place.  The maroons are not required in Upton Pyne  as a bugler will be in attendance.  Maroons have been donated privately for Cowley. 
135/10 Finance.
To sanction payment of accounts as follows:
a. Clerk’s wages for November 2010: £181.74 plus £10.00 Home Allowance = £191.74 approved.
b. Training Courses for Cllrs and Clerk: approved.
c. Draft Budget: The Clerk produced a draft budget for cllrs’ attention.  See below under ‘Precept’.
d. Parish Precept: there was  discussion about both desirable and inevitable expenditure including  the bus shelter,  recycling bins, grit bins and local elections.   It was emphasised that the purpose of the precept was as much to spend on projects for the benefit of parishioners as for meeting running costs.  All these matters will be settled and a precept set at the next meeting in January.
e. Elections: The Clerk to contact Chris Holland again to confirm the likely costs of elections.

f. Calendars and stationery purchases for the bus shelter: £573.95: approved.

g. SLCC:  To reimburse the Clerk for the annual membership fee: £70.00: approved.

h. Donations to the churches of Upton Pyne and Cowley: to discuss and review the amount at the meeting in January 2011.

i. To review the Clerk’s hours in January 2011.

136/10 Planning: No planning applications received.
137/10 DALC AGM and Seminar: Cllr P Overton read her report to the Council: main points included the message to Parish Councils: ‘Use your precept’.  
The Chair stressed how important it was to a parish that people should feel sufficiently involved in their community to stand for election.  Co-options were not the sign of a successful council.  
138/10 New Councillor’s Course: Cllr P Overton read her report to the Council.

a. Standing Orders:  all cllrs have these; the Clerk to send copies to Cllrs Overton and Evans.  The Chair, Clerk and Cllr Short also agreed to look through the Standing Orders. The Clerk handed out copies of ‘The Good Councillor’s Guide’.

139/10 EDDC Planning Presentations: to await feedback from Cllrs Short, Wass Taverner and Chair P Keen who attended in November, at the January meeting. 

140/10 Parish Lenghtsman: the Clerk is waiting to hear from him.

141/10 Invitation to Public Meeting by DCC – Ashburton 25th of October2010: Cllr Evans gave a report to the Council and showed how the budget for DCC is allocated at present to various bodies.  Taking £50 million out of these services was a painful and realistic exercise for the participants and a constant theme was the need for greater community involvement to balance this.

 142/10 Devon and Torbay’s Third Local Transport Plan: the Chair asked that Cllr E Rogers be responsible for tracking this document.
143/10 Gypsy and Traveller Liaison Service Annual Report: the Clerk handed the report to Cllr S Wass for information.
144/10 Communications/e: mails received for possible action:
.General discussion of circulars and e-mails circulated by the Clerk. 
1. Devon’s Big Mineral Debate Questionnaire: the Clerk handed out forms to cllrs.

2. Clerk’s and Councils Direct Newsletter: circulated to cllrs by the Clerk.

3. Kompan Playful Living: the Clerk handed this to Cllr P Overton.
145/10 Feedback on last month’s circulations and items for future agendas. 
Please submit any items for the next Agenda to the Clerk within the next 7 days.

The Clerk would like to remind councillors that any written reports, letters and other communications relating to Parish Council matters be submitted to her before publication, EVEN if this has been checked by another .
 Dates of the next meetings : 10th January 2011 
14th February 2011

14th march 2011

The meeting was closed at 9.30pm. 
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