
                                     UPTON PYNE PARISH COUNCIL

                 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON                   

                       MONDAY THE 8th JUNE 2009 AT 7.30 PM AT THE                    

                                                     VILLAGE HALL.

Present                                          In attendance

Cllr P. Keen  
Cllr D. Baker                                  Mrs D. Trelawny - Clerk

Cllr D. Custance Baker                  2 members of the public

Cllr G. Kirk                                    Mr N. Baker –Tree warden.

Cllr A. Jackson                               WPC A. Kemp and PCSO Steve Trail
Cllr B. Short 
Cllr N. Taverner 
Cllr E. Rogers ( from approx 8.30pm)

	15 minutes Open Forum. Mr K. Mitchell requested an update on the arrangements for the

 staining of the bench outside the Hall. The person who has been asked to do it is unable to do so as he does not have public liability insurance. Quote for the work to be considered next meeting.
 To receive apologies for absence received from Cllr S. Luxton (EDDC) and Cllr P. Bowden (elected DCC councillor).
 31/09 Minutes. Cllr B.Short proposed to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on the 11th May 2009 without amendment. Seconded by Cllr D. Custance Baker. Resolution agreed Minutes were signed by the chair.

32/09 Declarations of interests- to be taken as identified.
1. Clerk requested that Councillors update Declaration of Interest forms if required. Cllr D. Custance Baker requested a form.
33/09 Report by Community Police Officer WPC Anita Kemp. There have been 2 crimes in the Parish in the last month, including theft of eggs for sale on the road side. 9 incidents have been recorded.

1. WPC A. Kemp is waiting for a response to her request to receive statistical information on links between crime levels and street lighting. 

2. It was reported that there are black boxes on posts on the A377 at Cowley.  A query was  raised about  their purpose and if they are measuring speeds from both directions? WPC A. Kemp agreed to find out who has responsibility for the boxes and forward this information to the Clerk. Cllr D. Baker proposed, seconded by Cllr B. Short that the Clerk should write requesting information and feedback on data gathered from this for the A377 working group. Resolution agreed.

 The status of the A377 working group was agreed in that they gather facts and make recommendations to the Parish Council but do not have the authority to give opinions to authorities.
Item 5.3 was discussed. It was proposed to ask WPC A. Kemp to enquire what the Somerset & Avon Police area and other forces have experienced with the Community Speed Watch Systems and to consider a trial in the Cowley/Three Horseshoes area. Resolution agreed.
34/09   DCC Councillor report: The Clerk confirmed that Cllr Peter Bowden ( Conservative Party) had been elected as DCC Councillor for this Parish. The Parish Council asked the Clerk to write a letter of appreciation to the outgoing Councillor Cllr D. Button. The Parish Council asked the Clerk to forward information on the issues concerning the A377 to include contact details and other relevant information for the handover period to Cllr P. Bowden.
5.1 The request made by a member of the parish for the 30mph zone to be extended to include Turlake House and Cowley Place will be forwarded to Cllr P. Bowden.
The Clerk reported that she has asked Highways that the Lengthsman strim verges right up against buildings. This needs following up. ( Since the meeting it has been reported that the task has been completed satisfactorily).
 The Clerk reported on Redside Terrace Car Park. EDDC have agreed not to sell the land, the car parking spaces will be maintained and offered to the residents under a licence agreement. Valuation is in progress.

35/09 Report by East Devon District Councillor Cllr Stuart Luxton. No report received.

36/09 Updates on Councillors’ Responsibilities. (See appendix 1)

1. Councillor feedback on responsibilities as appropriate. 

 Parish Plan. To date no volunteers have stepped forward to work on action groups.

Affordable Housing. Architects have visited the site at the top of Upton Pyne and made sketch plans. It was agreed that consideration of provision of play space must be included in the plans.

 Cllr S. Wass was asked to  find out whether Falcon Housing have to put Section 106 funding into the development
Bus Shelters. Cllr P. Keen reported that she has consulted bus users of all ages in Upton Pyne and they are supportive to the idea of a bus shelter on each side of the road. Highways have fed back  that the Parish Council can proceed if they have funding but that if they need Highways to finance the shelter the project will take over a year. It was agreed that it would be worth pursuing funding and also to consider how to involve the parish in the design and provision of the shelters.
To liaise with Cllr P. Bowden.

Cycle Paths. Waiting for a response from DCC. To inform Cllr P. Bowden.

Notice boards. Ongoing.

2. Quality Standards. 

a) To review the Action Plan for Quality Issues (previously circulated). It was agreed that the Councillors would consider who or how responsibility for the monthly report could be taken from the Clerk as previously agreed. Agenda next month.
 b) To receive and comment on the first draft of the website. (Previously circulated). It was agreed that a drop down list of topics was required under Parish Council business.
c) Cllr P. Keen offered to approach a member of the parish (a volunteer) who could act as a filter receiving articles for the website to help with the extra work load on the Clerk. The Clerk would have the final say on what went on the website.
 Cllr D. Baker proposed, seconded by Cllr B Short to approve the draft and proceed in going live. Resolution agreed.

d) It was agreed that there would not be advertising but a page with links to businesses within the parish could be provided if businesses forward their details to the Clerk.

e) The Clerk was thanked for the comprehensive draft of the Annual Report. It was agreed that once completed and proof read by Cllr S. Wass it would be advertised as being available in The Village Hall, Social Club, Churches, and Pub in the parish. Electronic copies will be available from the Clerk on request.
f)  It was agreed to sanction the deletion of emails after 3 months as recommended by Devon Association of Parish Councils ( DAPC). Councillors were informed that DAPC advise Councillors to have a separate email address for Council business.
 3. Emergency Plan: The feedback received from the DCC Emergency Planning Officer was considered and as it conflicted with the guidance received from Mid Devon District Council (MDDC) the Clerk was asked to request that the officers from MDDC and DCC consult and confirm which model should be used.
4 Footpaths. Despite the wet weather the second Beating of the Bounds had been a success and thanks were given to Cllrs Taverner and Rogers.
 Cllr E. Rogers offered to check on progress of the provision of the bridle gate at Woodrow Barton, Brampford Speke.
5. Affordable Housing to consider the information received about empty houses in the parish. Not discussed.
37/09.  Finance.  

1. Cllr B.Short proposed, seconded by Cllr A. Jackson to sanction payment of accounts. Resolution agreed. Cheques and stubs were signed by Cllrs A. Jackson and G. Kirk.
 Clerk’s wages and home working allowance for June 2009 £163.05.
 14 hours hall hire for Off The Sofa Dayz as agreed previously £112.

Costs for beating of the Bounds £28.35 including 1 hour hall hire.

2. Cllr B. Short proposed, seconded by N. Taverner to approve the Annual Return for end of year 2008/09. Resolution agreed. The forms were signed by the Clerk and Chair.
3. The Clerk informed the Council that the insurance was now with Community First (as sanctioned last month) and that the insurance did not have age limits attached. 
38/09. Roads and Village maintenance. 
1. The problem of dog fouling in Upton Pyne was considered. The Clerk was asked to invite the EDDC dog warden to walk the village and advise on how to manage the problem. Cllr S. Wass offered to meet the Dog Warden and to have his contact details given to the Warden.
2. The Clerk reported that she had only received two written requests for allotments. It was agreed to review the need in a year’s time.
39/09. Planning:

1. To report planning decisions on applications received from East Devon District Council. None received.
40/09. Communications/emails received for possible action:

 Sustainable Community Act request for identified needs from EDDC. The Clerk was asked to circulate the request from EDDC to groups and Committees in the Parish.
Weekly Rural Focus Digest. Noted.
NALC DIS report. Noted.
Devon Playing fields Association Conference and AGM 2nd of July. Cllr D. Baker will be attending and will feedback to the Parish Council.
41/09. Feedback on last month’s circulations and items for future agendas. 
1. To identify and agree items for the next agenda.  As above.
42/09. Information received since posting the agenda.
 It was reported that DAPC recommend that a memory stick holding Parish Council information is stored in a Councillor’s house. Cllr B. Short agreed to liaise with the Clerk on this.

Dates of the next meetings : 6th July 2009, 
14th September 2009

12th 0ctober 2009

9th November 2009

 Apologies received for July 6th from Cllr D. Baker

 The meeting was closed at 9.00pm
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