
 DRAFT                          UPTON PYNE PARISH COUNCIL

                                      MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL        

        MEETING HELD ON MONDAY THE 9th MARCH  2009 AT 7.30 PM            

                                              AT THE VILLAGE HALL.

Present                                          In attendance

Cllr P. Keen (Chair)                    Mrs D. Trelawny - Clerk
Cllr G. Kirk                                 Mr N. Baker –Tree warden 

Cllr E. Rogers                             Cllr S. Luxton ( left the meeting after item 6)
Cllr B. Short                                WPC A. Kemp ( left the meeting after item 5)             

Cllr N. Taverner

Cllr S. Wass                                  2 members of the public.
	  15 minutes Open Forum.   A member of the public asked the Parish Council to establish who had responsibility for the bench by the Village Hall and the notice board on the road by the Village Hall as they were both in need of maintenance. Clerk to clarify whether the Village Hall or the Parish Council are responsible.
 The clerk informed the Parish Council that Brampford Speke Parish Council had received two informal requests for allotments and that an article was to be placed in Speke Up to find out the level of local need/ interest.

1.Apologies received from Cllr D. Baker. 

2. Minutes.Cllr B. Short proposed, seconded by Cllr N.Taverner, approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 9th February 2009 with one amendment, to change the date of next meeting on page 3 to “March 9th”.  Resolution agreed.

3. Declarations of interests to be taken as identified. 

4. Report by Community Police Officer WPC Anita Kemp She reported that there were car windows  broken one evening in Upton Pyne by what appeared to be air rifle pellets.  Currently no suspects. 
The Parish Council has received two complaints about the change in street lights to being on only part of the night. WPC A. Kemp was asked if she could provide any statistics linked to darkness and criminal activity.
5.  Devon County Council (DCC) Report by Councillor Derek Button. Written report circulated.
5.1 The Parish Council received feedback from public meetings to introduce the Rural Sign/Country Mile the Council were pleased to hear that the original trial zone between  Barnstaple ,Crediton, Tiverton and Exeter was still to be used in this first national trial of the Country Mile. The sign will replace the national speed limit sign on rural roads. The Department of Transport are still to approve the sign.
5.2 The Parish Council and WPC A. Kemp supported the request made by a member of the parish for the 30mph zone to be extended to include Turlake House and Cowley Place. Agreed action: Clerk to inform Cllr D. Button and Meg Booth ( Highways).
5.3 The Parish Council considered the email received asking Parish Councils to consider requesting the Environmental Agency to lift the ban on farmers extracting stones from riverbeds. It was agreed not to act.
5.4 The Parish Council received an update on the problems reported last month on the highways in the parish. DCC is reportedly releasing £1.5m extra funds to cope with the increased number of highways problems caused by the severe weather this winter.
6. Report by East Devon District Councillor Cllr Stuart Luxton. EDDC is not increasing its part of the Council Tax in the new financial year. Money is being used from reserves to maintain services.
7.  Updates on Councillors Responsibilities. (See appendix 1)

7.1 Councillor feedback on responsibilities as appropriate:
Affordable Housing. The unanimous decision from Upton Pyne and Brampford Speke Parish Councils that Falcon Housing should apply for planning for 6 houses in Upton Pyne now has been fedback to Falcon Housing. 

The Emergency Plan has been circulated and will be sent to Devon County Emergency Service and EDDC.
Footpaths. The Footpath warden will speak to the landowner about the complaint of sewage leak on the footpath by Coxes Farm, Upton Pyne.
 Cycle Routes. Waiting for a response from DCC. 

Bus shelter/youth shelter, initial consultations with some parents and children have started and received a positive response.

7.2 Quality Standards.  The Clerk reported that she is concerned as the draft has not been received, and her emails, telephone messages to the web site company are not being returned. The draft is currently 3 weeks late. 

The Clerk fed back from the Health Check (report previously circulated).The Parish Council’s procedures did not raise any concerns

 The Clerk was asked to follow up on the suggestion to have an additional notice of the meetings. No further actions identified.
7. 3 Risk assessment. The Council thanked Cllr A. Jackson for the updated Risk Assessment of Parish Council furniture. (Previously circulated).No action identified.
7.4 The Clerk offered to print out two copies of the Welcome Pack for each Councillor to have ready to be delivered when someone moves into the Parish. This was agreed.

 8. Finance.
8.1 Cllr N. Taverner proposed, seconded by Cllr B. Short to sanction payment of accounts: Clerk’s wages and home working allowance £162.62.
Plus 2.5 extra hours to cover time spent with DAPC completing Health Check. £22.01
Plus 7 extra hours spent on the website.£61.64

Plus payment for petty cash expenditure  to date £56.56 .
                                                      Total £302.83.
 Varnishing the of the Parish Council notice board at Bernaville Nurseries, Cowley. £30.00.

 DAPC for the health check and  Peer Supporters travel expenses £58.00

 Work on the footpath behind Glebe Close, Upton Pyne £600.

Cheques signed by Cllrs G. Kirk and B. Short.

8.2 The Council received the draft financial regulations (previously circulated) and resolved to adopt them. 
9. Roads and Village maintenance. 
9.1 With the potential developments in Crediton releasing Section 106 money, the Parish Council sanctioned the Clerk to write a joint letter with Brampford Speke Parish Council to DCC requesting an increase in rural bus services, should funds be released.    

9.2 The Parish Council received a letter from a concerned member of the parish regarding the condition of Pynes Bridge, Cowley. Mr N. Baker (Tree Warden) agreed to discuss the problem with the writer of the letter and to monitor the problem.
10. Planning:

10.1 The Parish Council considered the decision by EDDC Enforcement Officer to close the case regarding the new extension to a property in Upton Pyne. It was agreed that no further action would be effective.
10.2 The Clerk reported planning decisions on the following applications received from East Devon District Council. 

09/0089/FUL, Jackmoor Croft, Jackmoor .Granted.

08/3190/FUL, Brookside Glen, Three Horse Shoes. Granted.

09/0200/COU, Shillands House, Upton Pyne. Granted.
 10.3 To decide whether site meetings are required on any applications received since posting this agenda. None received.
10.4 The Parish Council received feed back from the visit by two Councillors to Pynes House, Upton Pyne. It was agreed that the Clerk should feedback to EDDC that the work proposed was essential and sympathetic to the era of the building.
11.  Communications/emails received for possible action: 

NALC DIS report. Noted.
Weekly Rural Focus Digest.

 DAPC newsletter. The Clerk highlighted the report that clarified that a co opted Councillor is permitted to be elected as Chair of the Parish Council.
 CCD quarterly news, Village Green. Noted
 Spring 2009 Junk Mail Noted.
 LCR. Noted
 Town and Parish Standard from the Standards Board. Noted
12 To agree a format for the Annual Parish Meeting.

 The Clerk was sanctioned to spend up to £30.00 under Power section 144. Clerk and Chair were sanctioned to agree an agenda. Presentations to include, Web Site, Parish Plan, Emergency Plan and an outside presenter.

13. Feedback on last month’s circulations and items for future agendas. 
13.1. To identify and agree items for the next agenda. Nothing raised.
14. Information received since posting the agenda.

Dates of the next meetings are Tuesday April 14th 2009 and the Annual Parish meeting on the 27th April 2009.

The Meeting closed at 8.50pm
Debbie Trelawny Clerk to the Parish Council 01392 841976
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