            Draft                       UPTON PYNE PARISH COUNCIL  
                   Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 27th April 2009 in the            

                                               Upton Pyne Village Hall.
 Present                                                              In Attendance
 Cllr’s P. Keen. Chair                                        Debbie Trelawny – Clerk. 

B.Short                                                              Mr N. Baker - Tree warden                          
A. Jackson                                                         Cllr S. Luxton – EDDC (part of meeting)
G. Kirk (until approx 8.30pm)                          WPC A. Kemp                                 

E. Rogers                                                           Cllr D. Button - DCC (part of meeting)                   

N.Taverner                                                        Cllr D. Smith – Guest speaker

S.Wass                                                              Mr P. Thomas – Guest speaker.       
Public attendance – approximately 65 members of the public. 

Apologies received from Cllrs D. Baker and D. Custance Baker.
  Written reports from the East Devon District Councillor, Devon County Councillor, Local Police, Upton Pyne Church, Cowley Church, Brampford Speke School, Pre School and Parish Council accounts were available at the meeting.

 The Garden Club provided displays of plants and flowers and the Art Club a selection of paintings.

 There were written reports providing updates on The Emergency Plan, Affordable housing and Parish Plan.

 The Tree warden had a display with information on regulations and tree diseases.

 The draft web site was also available for people to look at and comment on.  

After drinks and informal conversation the chair of the Parish Council, Cllr Pamela Keen opened the meeting at 7.30pm. 
2.  Report from WPC A. Kemp ( see appendix 1). WPC A. Kemp introduced the new Community Support Officer. There have been 17 crimes reported in the Parish this year, up from 14 in the previous year but down from 34 in 2007. Detection rate of 35%.
WPC A. Kemp encouraged people to sign up to the Farm Watch scheme which is also open to non farmers. She reminded people to remain vigilant and not to become complacent about their property. She thanked the members of the parish for their support over the last year. 

3. Report from Parish Tree Warden Nick Baker. Mr Baker explained his role and the restrictions on cutting down trees with preservation orders or within a conservation area.
He had information available on a disease that is affecting trees. He fed back that there are many trees being planted in Pynes House and that some of the older trees are having work done by tree surgeons.
4. Report from Chair of Parish Council. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 17th April 2008 had been approved and signed by the Parish Council on the 12th May 2008.The Chair invited members of the public to read the minutes and to express any comments. No comments received.

Cllr B. Short spoke briefly on the Parish Plan. The results are now being circulated to each household. The next step is action groups will need to be formed.

After greeting everyone the Chair thanked so many people for creating a record turn-out of 65 people for an APM. She expressed thanks also to the representatives of Devon CC, East Devon DC and the Police who attend monthly meetings so regularly during the year.  

It added greatly to the enjoyment of the evening that the Art Group and Gardening Club allowed some of their work to be shown. The following points were then covered.

Minutes of last meeting: as requested there is now a ‘newcomers’ handbook . The Council has reported some people’s disquiet about dark streets overnight, but generally the change to part night and lower wattage lights has been well received.

Finance: the parish precept remains at approximately £18 a year for a community tax band D, yielding £4100 for all regular expenses and specific activities. 

Affordable Housing: councillors continue to press for this and have some hope of a small development of around 4-6 houses.
Parish Plan: copies of this are now available and will be the basis of the  Parish Councils response to any proposals from county or government level. The actions identified need to be led by people of the parish and the Parish Plan group are looking for volunteers.

Emergencies: The Parish Council has produced a planned response to the aftermath of any emergency i.e. bad road accidents, fires or other traumatic situations.

Re-organisation of local government:  If there is a change to becoming a unitary county and the abolition of districts the Parish Council continue to push to be linked with Crediton and not Exeter City.

Bus shelters: it is hoped to have these on either side of the road for use by all bus passengers.

 The Parish Council has provided a bench in Upton Pyne.

Cycle tracks: it is a year since our original request went to the county council and the Parish Council is still waiting to hear if there is support in this. Originally thought of so that children could cycle to school, people have welcomed the idea of an off-road track to the café and pub in Brampford Speke.

Dayz off the Sofa: the county initiative brought around 30 children  in Upton Pyne to enjoy the activities during the Summer holidays. Thanks to the Taverner family for making outdoor space available for the project. The event is happening in the Whitsun Holidays this year.

20mph limit through Upton Pyne: the parish council have been supported by Cllr D. Button and WPC Anita Kemp in its attempts to convince DCC to introduce a speed limit of 20mph through the village. DCC have said that the village does not meet the criteria to have a 20mph zone which would not be policed anyhow. However the parish is to be included in the trial of a new rural shared road scheme.

A377: the Parish Council continue to push for improvements to the traffic issues on the A377 and are now linking with Newton St Cyres Parish Council to push for improvements.
 Web site: in response to a request from the Annual Parish Meeting last year and as part of the process of working to the criteria for a Quality Council the Parish Council is in the process of developing a parish website. This will be live in the next few months.

Footpaths: Major improvement work has been made to the footpath behind Glebe Close and the Parish Council has also taken on increased responsibility for giving the paths a second strim in the growing season. 

5. Presentations: Cllr P. Keen introduced the presentation and discussion on Play Schemes by guest speaker Cllr D. Smith. The focus was on play schemes for all ages so that play areas were inclusive and not exclusive. There is funding/grants available. No questions were raised from the floor.
  Presentation and discussion on Organic Farming led by guest speaker Mr P. Thomas from Linscombe Farm, based at Bidwell Barton, Upton Pyne. Mr P. Thomas explained the philosophy behind organic farming includes being close to the community, buying in and selling locally, opening the farm for activity and education days, including wildlife days and local history as the farm is on an ancient farming site.
 Question 
Would it be feasible to have a local produce market in the village hall? Probably not because of the close proximity to Exeter. Thorverton does have a successfully established monthly market.
9.15pm Meeting closed.  
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