                                     UPTON PYNE PARISH COUNCIL
                      MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL        

        MEETING HELD  ON MONDAY THE 9thJUNE 2008 AT 7.30 PM AT THE                    

                                                     VILLAGE HALL.

Present                                          In attendance

Cllr P. Keen  
Cllr D. Baker                                 Mrs D. Trelawny - Clerk
Cllr D. Custance- Baker                 Cllr D. Button- DCC
Cllr G. Kirk                                    WPC A. Kemp
Cllr A. Jackson                               Miss. Robins
Cllr E. Rogers                                 Mr. Mitchell         

Cllr B. Short
Cllr N. Taverner
Cllr S. Wass

15 minutes Open Forum
  Miss. Robins and Mr. Mitchell were invited to speak. They explained that they wished to speak about agenda item 11.3 as they are the complainants regarding the boundary fence.  Miss. Robins and Mr. Mitchell gave a detailed account of the history of the complaint from their perspective. The Clerk tabled the letter received from the Enforcement Officer at EDDC. Cllr P. Keen reminded the meeting that the Parish Council should keep discussion focussed on how to respond to the request in the letter.
    Cllr P. Keen proposed, seconded by Cllr D. Custance Baker that item 11.3 should be discussed and the Council went into committee it was agreed to discuss the item. (Cllr N. Taverner joined the meeting). Cllr D. Custance Baker proposed, seconded by Cllr D. Baker that the Parish Council should recommend that the case should be referred to a full Committee. Resolution agreed. 
   Miss Robins asked for clarification regarding a complaint about an advertising sign in the Parish. It was explained that legally descriptions of specific items needed be kept to the minimum to avoid identifying individuals and properties. Miss Robins expressed concern about the management on a previous issue regarding some trees on their land .This was not discussed further.
1. Election of Vice Chair. Cllr A. Jackson explained that he was standing down as Vice Chair as he would be unable to take on the commitment of Chair in the future. Cllr A. Jackson nominated Cllr B Short as Vice Chair, seconded by Cllr D. Baker. Resolution agreed. Cllr B. Short accepted.
2. Minutes .Cllr A. Jackson proposed, seconded by Cllr D. Custance Baker to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on the 12th May 2008 with no amendments. Resolution agreed. Cllr D. Baker proposed, seconded by Cllr D. Custance Baker to approve the minutes of the site meeting held on the 21st May 2008, application number 08/115/ful. Resolution agreed.

Cllr S. Wass asked the Clerk to obtain clarification on how an individual house can meet the criteria for an Affordable Home.

3. Apologies for absence received from Cllr S. Luxton, Cllr E. Rogers had indicated that he will be late arriving.

4. Declarations of interests to be taken as identified.
5. Report by Community Police Officer WPC Anita Kemp. There have been no crimes in Upton Pyne but unusually 5 crimes in Cowley. There was a theft from the Church and reports of a man acting suspiciously around the Parish at the time.

 (Cllr E. Rogers arrived). 

5.1 The issue about traffic diversions following accidents on the A377 was discussed in detail. Cllr D. Baker agreed to use his local knowledge and links with Newton St Cyres Parish to investigate possibilities of an emergency route i.e. a one way system. To liaise with the Highways department.
   There was discussion about the perceived lack of progress on the improvements to the A377. Reference was made to the Traffic Plan completed by Cllr D. Custance Baker a few years ago. The Clerk was asked to forward it to Cllr D. Button, Mr E. Chorlton, 
Ms M. Booth. The plan had identified the need for a pedestrian crossing with traffic lights in Cowley. The potential problem of increased congestion at busy times due to traffic lights was highlighted.

6. DCC Report by Councillor Derek Button.  As Councillor Button was expected late the Council briefly discussed the following. A copy of the monthly report will be circulated.
6.1 Cllr D. Button is planning a site visit from Ms M. Booth with Cllr D. Button to discuss the proposal for a 20mph zone.
6.2 The Councillors will receive an update regarding the proposal for a 20mph zone on St Andrews Rd, Cowley.  As 6.1.
6.3 Cllr P. Keen reported that she has discussed the idea of possible Cycle Routes in this area with the Headmaster of Brampford Speke School who supports the idea. Agreed action: Cllrs P. Keen and D. Button will approach the Rights of Way Officer.
6.4 To discuss the poor condition of road surfaces in the Parish. It was noted that some of the potholes are being filled as requested by the Clerk. Cllr D. Button informed the Council that the A377 was programmed to start at the end of this year with a consultation before any work starts. Cllr P. Keen pointed out that a member of the Parish had suggested that the roads had not been resurfaced for approximately 15 years. Cllr D. Button offered to check on the resurfacing programme.
6.5 Cllr B. Short provided an update regarding the Boundary Commission. Exeter City Council’s proposal includes Upton Pyne Parish.  Cllr D. Baker proposed, seconded by Cllr N. Taverner that the Parish Council would respond to the proposal that is to be selected by the Boundary Commission in July as there are several different proposals being forwarded to the Commission. This was put to a vote with 3 for and 2 against. Resolution agreed.
7. Report by East Devon District Councillor Cllr Stuart Luxton. No report received.
 7.1 The Clerk provided an update regarding the removal of telephone box at Three Horseshoes, Cowley. The Clerk fed back that B.T had a record that 315 calls had been made from the box in the last year. It was agreed that no further action is required.
7.2 To respond to a request for information on parking fees and whether the  money is ring fenced for spending on transport, roads etc. No report.
8. Affordable housing: 

8.1 The Clerk reported that Cllr S. Luxton had met with EDDC Deputy Leader Cllr R. Franklin and driven him around the Parish to discuss the needs and potential sites of the Parish. Cllr R. Franklin has since attended a meeting with the Government for The Southwest where the site was discussed. Cllr s. Luxton had suggested that the Parish Council approach Mr. M. Dickins from EDDC who was present at the meeting to feed back on the outcome and give advice on the way forward. Agreed action: the Clerk to write to Mr M. Dickins and to arrange a daytime meeting. To include Ms S. Southwell 

(Community council of Devon) and Mr. Lowe ( Devon and Cornwall Housing Association).
8.2 Cllr S. Luxton to feed back on the request for clarification on whether the Housing Association should be put to tender and what criteria the Housing Association work to. Cllr S. Wass proposed that we would not gain any more information on this matter and to drop the issue. Seconded  by Cllr D. Baker. Resolution Agreed.
9. Finance.

 9.1 Cllr B. Short proposed to sanction payment of the following accounts, seconded by Cllr A. Jackson. Resolution agreed.
The Clerk’s wages and expenses for June 2008 £158.98. The Clerk emailed the Council after the meeting to report that she had not attended the course nor been charged as 2 of the 4 speakers had cancelled and she had child care issues. All paper work has been copied to the clerk and therefore there was no request to reimburse training expenses.

 Payment to Payroll services for the internal audit. £41.31.
 Payment for the Parish Council’s insurance. £ 300.99
 Cllr N. Taverner fedback on the quote received from Mr W. Hitchcock for work on the maintenance of the benches. Cllr B Short proposed that the quote of £80 to maintain the 4 benches should be accepted, seconded by Cllr D. Custance -Baker. Resolution agreed.

Cllr D. Button joined the meeting at 8.30 pm and read his report. The Council agreed to return to discuss items 6 in more detail. (Refer to minutes above).

Item 17.  The Post Office closure programme was discussed with Cllr D. Button. The Post Office at Newton St Cyres is included in the network changes for Post offices. It was agreed that the clerk should write to Cllr. Lee representing support against the closure of the Post Office from the Parish Council.

 Cllr D. Button left at approximately 8.50pm.
9.2 The draft Annual Return for year ending March 31st 2008 was tabled. Cllr D. Custance- Baker spent time checking the figures and proposed to accept the record as accurate, seconded Cllr B. Short. Resolution agreed. 
10. Footpaths:
10.1 Cllr E. Rogers gave an update on the strimming of the footpaths, footpath 10 and the replacement of the footpath stickers around Pynes. Agreed action: the Clerk would follow these issues up with P3 as she had been told that the strimming would start a few weeks ago; all the paths were now overgrown.
11. Planning:

11.1. To report planning decisions on applications received from East Devon District Council. Application No 08/1072/FUL, Rose Cottage, Upton Pyne. Granted.
11.2 To consider any applications received since this agenda was posted

11.3 The letter from the Enforcement Officer investigating a complaint from a local resident about the erection of a replacement timber fence was read again. Cllr A. Jackson proposed, seconded by Cllr S. Wass that the Parish Council has always taken the view that enforcement action should be taken when there is a breach in Planning. Resolution for 6, against 0, 3 abstentions. Mis.s Robins requested a copy of the letter to the enforcement officer.

12. Parish Maintenance. 

12.1 The Clerk fedback that she had reported the street lights including the obscured light in Upton Pyne and that action was being taken by Mr A. Ware at DCC.
12.2 Cllr E. Rogers spoke about the positioning of a bench on the bank on the side of the road into Upton Pyne. He declared a prejudicial interest as he had accepted the contract for the work. He said that he had revisited the site and expressed his concerns over the practicality and safety of the site. Cllr P. Keen acknowledged his concerns and requested alternative suggestion from the Council. Cllr E. Rogers did not participate in the discussion any further. Cllr D. Custance-Baker suggested a bench on the pavement near the bus stop in Upton Pyne might be used, seconded by Cllr N. Taverner. Resolution agreed. Agreed action: The Clerk to approach highways about the proposed position for a bench.
12.3 To discuss ongoing concerns re maintenance of the Parish i.e. gutters, drains, ragwort, Japanese knotweed and roads. Cllr D. Custance -Baker raised the problem of overgrown hedgerow on the bank opposite Pynes Lodge blocking vision of traffic. Agreed action: The Clerk to report.
12.4 Cllr P. Keen gave a report on the rubbish in a garden in the Parish. She had spoken to one of the residents concerned who reported that they were waiting for EDDC to take the items away. Agreed action: the Clerk to speak to EDDC.
12.5 Cllr D. Baker described the problems caused by the break in line of the footpath in front of Three Horseshoes garage, Cowley forcing pedestrians to walk across the garage forecourt before rejoining the footpath. Agreed action: Clerk to identify the department involved and to arrange a meeting on site. Cllr D. Baker offered to meet an officer on site.
12.6 Cllr P. Keen proposed that the Council should consider providing more notice boards in the Parish as so many notices are currently pinned onto fence posts and telegraph poles. It was suggested that Councillors may identify potential sites in the Parish.
12.7 Cllr P. Keen has not been able to discuss concerns raised about the dog roaming around the play area with the owners to date.
13. Parish plan:  Cllrs S. Wass and B. Short gave an update on the progress of the Parish Plan. The draft questionnaire was submitted to 15 people and provided constructive feedback which is being incorporated into the final draft. The plan is for the final draft to be distributed at the end of June 2008.   
14. Climate Change.  Cllr P. Keen reported that she has met with Mrs Tomkins in Brampford Speke, they are keen to work together. To start in September 2008.
15. Quality Council
15.1 The Clerk reported that the back ground research regarding setting up a website is ongoing.
16. Emergency Plan.  Cllr D. Baker proposed that the Parish Council should consider producing for an emergency plan. The sample plan from Silverton Parish was tabled        (previously circulated). Cllr D. Custance Baker proposed that a plan would be time consuming and provide little in return and that the Parish Council should not produce a plan .There was no seconder. Cllr A. Jackson proposed that a plan could include the emergency plan for accident /traffic management on the A377, seconded Cllr S. Wass. Resolution agreed. 
17.  Correspondence possibly requiring action.

 Post office Closure Programme- discussed earlier with Cllr Button.
Stakeholder Consultation Western Power Distribution. Noted
DAPC long life learning Network Conference. Noted

18 .Feedback on last month’s circulations and items for future agendas. Items in this months circulation that will be available at the beginning of the meeting but not for discussion this month will include:

 Letter from EDDC re Local Development Framework Evidence base.

 Police Authority Liaison Meetings.

18.1.Items  identified for the next agenda.
1. Biannual risk assessment on Parish Council property .Action Cllr A. Jackson.
2. Update on Quality Council developments. Action Cllr D. Baker

3. Presentation of accounts. Action Clerk.
The Chair closed the meeting at 9.20pm.

Date of next meeting 14th July 2008.

Debbie Trelawny Clerk to the Parish Council 01392 841976
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