    DRAFT                        UPTON PYNE PARISH COUNCIL
                      MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL         

        MEETING HELD  ON MONDAY THE 12th MAY 2008 AT 7.30 PM AT THE                    

                                                     VILLAGE HALL.

Present                                          In attendance

Cllr P. Keen                                   Mrs D. Trelawny - Clerk
Cllr D. Custance Baker                  Cllr D. Button- DCC
Cllr G. Kirk

Cllr A. Jackson

Cllr N. Taverner

1.Election of Chair. Cllr A. Jackson nominated Cllr P. Keen as Chair, seconded by Cllr D. Custance Baker. Resolution agreed. Cllr P. Keen accepted.
  1.1The Chair’s declaration of office was received.
2. Election of Vice Chair. Cllr P. Keen proposed to defer the election until the next meeting when more Councillors would be present. Seconded by Cllr G.Kirk. Resolution agreed.
15 minutes Open Forum (this item has to come after the election of Chair.)
 The Parish Council had received a report that a large, boisterous dog is frequently roaming outside the children’s play area in Upton Pyne and there are concerns that it may accidently knock a child over. Cllr P. Keen offered to follow the matter up informally before involving a dog warden.

3. Apologies for absence received from Cllr D. Baker, Cllr E. Rogers, Cllr B. Short, 

Cllr S.Wass, WPC A. Kemp and Mr N. Baker. 
4. Minutes – Cllr G. Kirk proposed to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on the 14th April 2008 without amendment, seconded by Cllr N. Taverner. Resolution agreed. Cllr P. Keen proposed to approve the site meeting held on the 6th May 2008 without amendment, seconded by Cllr D. Custance Baker. Resolution agreed.
4.1The proposal to approve the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting at this meeting rather than to wait until the next Annual Parish Meeting in 2009 was approved and Cllr D. Custance Baker proposed, seconded by Cllr P. Keen to approve the minutes without amendment. The chair signed all the minutes.
5. Declarations of interests No declarations received.
 5.1 The Clerk requested that Councillors update Declaration of Interest forms if required. 
6. Report by Community Police Officer WPC Anita Kemp. Cllr P. Keen clarified that since the last Parish Council meeting.WPC A. Kemp had informed the Council that she is to remain in her post, now based in Honiton.
 As Cllr D. Button was expected to attend later it was agreed to change the order of agenda. 
8. Report by East Devon District Councillor Cllr S. Luxton. No report received.
 8.1 The letter received from British Telecom(B.T) regarding the removal of the telephone box at Three Horseshoes, Cowley was tabled ( previously circulated). The Clerk was asked to request further details on the use of the telephone and to inform B.T that there is poor mobile phone reception and that some residents of Turlake House may be reliant on the telephone box.
8.2 To respond to a request for information on parking fees and whether the  money is ring fenced for spending on transport, roads etc- No report.
8.3 The letter from the Enforcement Officer regarding the portable signs at Three Horse Shoes Filling Station was tabled and noted. To be kept for future reference.
9. Affordable housing: 

9.1 The Clerk tabled the email from Cllr S. Wass informing the Parish Council that Cllr S. Luxton was to invite other EDDC Councillors to visit the potential sites and discuss the issues raised by the removal of the building line in the hope of gaining greater support from EDDC. 
9.2 Cllr S. Luxton to feed back on the request for clarification on whether the Housing Association should be put to tender and what criteria the Housing Association work to. No report received.
10. Finance.

 10.1 Cllr G. Kirk proposed to sanction payment for the following accounts, seconded by Cllr A. Jackson. Resolution agreed. 
The Clerk’s wages and expenses for May 2008 and training costs. £202.42
 Reimburse Cllr D. Custance –Baker for costs towards the Beating of the Bounds receipts received to the value of £36.97
10.2 The draft Annual Return for year ending March 31st 2008 to approve or amend was not tabled. To be bought to the meeting in June 2008.
10.3 The Clerk provided feedback from Cllr B. Short on the conditions of the insurance for the New Financial Year.  It was agreed that the age limit for the insurance needed to be increased to 80 years old. Agreed action: Clerk to request new quote with increased age  limit.
10.4 The Clerk informed the Parish Council that Mr Alun Williams has been appointed as external auditor .No declarations of interest received.

10.5 The Clerk,as Responsible Finance Officer  gave feedback following  her attendance at a Finance and Risk Assessment course. It was agreed that the financial reports should remain in the same format at 3 monthly intervals.

10.6 The Clerk tabled the information on changes to the business account. Noted.

 7. DCC Report by Councillor Derek Button. Arrived at approximately 8.15pm and read his monthly report. Circulated.
7.1 and 7.2 discussed together.  As there is no progress to report this month on the proposals for a 20mph zone through Upton Pyne and a 20mph zone on St Andrews Rd, Cowley the Parish Council made two requests to Cllr D. Button:

 1. That speed tests are run in both areas to determine how much of a problem speeding actually is.

2. To invite the DCC Councillor M. Booth (portfolio holder for highways) to visit both areas.

7.3 Cllr D. Button reported that highways are accepting responsibility for the car park at 5 Cottages, Cowley.

7.4 The possibility of Cycle Routes in this area is ongoing with nothing to report yet.
7.5 The poor condition of road surfaces in the Parish was discussed and noted. Cllr D. Button informed the Council that the A377 was identified as one of the roads in the county for major improvement which had a knock on effect for roads adjoining it. It was agreed that the clerk will continue to copy Cllr D. Button in on requests for dealing with problems with the highways.

 Cllr D. Button then left the meeting at approximately 8.30pm.
 Cllr N. Taverner left the meeting at approximately 8.35pm.

11. Footpaths: 

11.1 Cllr D. Custance-Baker fed back on the Beating of the Bounds including notes of thanks and details of the 9.9 mile walk. Cllr P. Keen thanked Cllr D. Custance Baker for all her work and it is hoped to repeat the event next year. 
11.2 To receive an update on footpaths. It was noted that the stickers on the footpath signs near Pynes have been removed. Agreed action: Clerk to report. The Clerk has received a complaint that the crops were blocking the footpath on path 10. In the absence of the footpath warden it was agreed that the Clerk would report to the P3 officer.
11.3 The quote for strimming of footpaths received from Mr E. Rogers was tabled and it was agreed that at £15.00 an hour to include materials and fuel it was a good quote.
 Cllr A. Jackson proposed that Mr E. Rogers strimmed the path at Robins Court and then the Parish Council would have an approximate idea of future cost, seconded by Cllr D. Custance Baker. Resolution agreed. Action: the Clerk to approach Mr E. Rogers. Since the meeting the Clerk has spoken to P3 and established that they will organise the first strim of the season within 2-3 weeks and agreed that it would be more worthwhile ( as Mr E. Rogers is currently on holiday) if the Parish Strimming started as needed after this first strim.
12. Planning:

12.1. The Clerk reported planning decisions on applications received from East Devon District Council. Including: 08/0497/FUL – Chapel Cottage, Cowley - Granted.

                                              07/2879/FUL – Moor Field, Upton Pyne- Letter from the Enforcement Officer. Action: the Clerk was asked to report that the field has now been cleared of equipment and livestock and that the mobile home remains in situ.
12.2 To consider any applications received since this agenda was posted. None received.

13. Parish Maintenance. 
13.2 The Clerk tabled a quote from Mr E. Rogers at £328.00 for the positioning of a bench on the bank on the side of the road into Upton Pyne. Cllr A. Jackson proposed that this is a competitive quote and that Mr E. Rogers should be contracted to complete the task. Seconded Cllr G. Kirk. Resolution agreed. Cllr D. Custance Baker requested that she would like to be informed prior to start of the work so that she might arrange a meeting on site with the land owners, herself and Mr E. Rogers. Agreed action: the Clerk to invite Mr E. Rogers to do the work and to meet Cllr D. Custance Baker
13.3 To discuss ongoing concerns re maintenance of the Parish i.e gutters, drains, Ragwort, Japanese knotweed and roads. The Parish Lengthsman has been delayed in his work by the recent bad weather. 
13.4 The Parish Council has received a report of rubbish in a garden in the Parish. Cllr P. Keen agreed to have an informal chat with the householders before asking EDDC to become involved.
13.5 The Parish Council has received a report that a street light is being obscured by a tree in Upton Pyne. Agreed action: Clerk to inform EDDC.
It was noted that the benches in the Parish require maintenance. Cllr N. Taverner offered to approach Mr W. Hitchcock who has previously maintained the benches. It was suggested that a financial consideration of up to £60 would be appropriate. To be sanctioned  at the next meeting if it is requested.
14. Parish plan: To receive an update on the progress of the Parish Plan - Cllrs S. Wass, B. Short. No report received.
15. Climate Change. No report received. 

16. Quality Council
16.1 The Clerk to report on the findings regarding setting up a website. Ongoing.
17.  To discuss any matters from the Annual Parish Meeting. (APM). Any feedback received has been covered in the agenda.
18.  Correspondence requiring action.
18.1 To consider a response to the LCR opinion piece for the July issue on “What is the image of parish and town councils is in the wider public? Noted
18.2 To consider a response to Devon Primary Care Trust. Health and Social Care Devon Town Profiles. Noted

19 .Feedback on last month’s Circulations and items for future agendas. Items in this month’s circulation that were available at the beginning of the meeting  but not for discussion this month included:

Devon and Cornwall Police authority – Appointment of Independent Members to the Police Authority.
Devon Playing Field.
LCR
DAPC  Newsletter
19.1. To identify and agree items for the next agenda.  Nothing identified.

The Chair closed the meeting at 9.05pm.

Date of next meeting 9th June 2008.

Debbie Trelawny Clerk to the Parish Council 01392 841976
PAGE  
1

