                                       UPTON PYNE PARISH COUNCIL
                                      MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL        

        MEETING HELD ON MONDAY THE 14th JULY 2008 AT 7.30 PM AT THE                    

                                                     VILLAGE HALL.

Present                                          In attendance

Cllr P. Keen  

Cllr D. Baker                                 Mrs D. Trelawny - Clerk
Cllr D. Custance Baker                 Miss. Robins,
Cllr G. Kirk                                   Mr .Mitchell 
Cllr A. Jackson                               

Cllr E. Rogers                                 

Cllr B. Short
Cllr N. Taverner
Cllr S. Wass

	15 minutes Open Forum. 

  Cllr S. Wass requested that the Parish Council spent this time to discuss the length of the agenda and how it may be made more concise and constructive. It was suggested that each action should have a named person who would liaise with the Clerk to agree whether there was anything for the agenda each month. The Clerk was asked to introduce an action column in the minutes. The Clerk explained that a fellow Clerk had recently told her that these columns are not considered appropriate for Parish Councils. It was requested that she should trial this method and that it could be resolved at the next meeting and should be on the agenda in September.

   The Clerk informed the Council that she would be taking her second week of annual leave this year from the 28th July until the 4th August.

  Cllr P. Keen suggested that the next report in Speke Up should include that the Clerk only works 4 hours a week and should be contacted by email or between 9am and 5pm on weekdays.

1. Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr A. Jackson. 

2. Minutes – Cllr D. Custance Baker proposed, seconded by Cllr D. Baker to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on the 9th June 2008 with Ms Robbins name amended as Miss Robins.  Resolution agreed.

  Cllr G. Kirk proposed, seconded by Cllr N. Taverner to approve the minutes of the site meeting held on the 3rd July 2008 at 2 Church Cottages, Cowley. Resolution agreed

3. Declarations of interests- to be taken as identified. The Clerk reminded the Councillors to declare an interest in proposals that may benefit themselves, family or employees.

4. Report by Community Police Officer WPC Anita Kemp. No report received. WPC A. Kemp has been on leave.

4.1 Cllr D. Baker produced a proposal on a map for traffic diversions following accidents on the A377 from which will be forwarded to the relevant Highways Officers.  
4.2 The Clerk reported that WPC A. Kemp was supporting a request from residents of a neighbouring Parish (who were concerned about security) to have the street lights reverted to being on permanently at night at a financial cost to that Parish Council. This had prompted Mr A. Ware of the Street Lighting division to request confirmation that Upton Pyne Parish Council wished to stand by the request to have all the village street lights turned off at midnight. The Parish Council agreed that the plans had been advertised in Speke Up, no adverse comments had been received and that without statistical evidence to support the link between lights being off and increased crime it would not propose to act against standing order No 28 (Rescission of Previous Resolution) and that the proposal to have all street lights switched off remains. 
5. DCC Report by Councillor Derek Button. 

5.1 The Councillors to receive an update regarding the request for a 20mph zone through Upton Pyne. No report received.

5.2 The Councillors to receive an update regarding the proposal for a 20mph zone on St Andrews Rd, Cowley. No report received.

5.3 To discuss the possibilities of cycle routes in this area.  No report received. 
5.4 To receive an update on the proposed improvements on the Parish roads, particularly the A377 in Cowley. It was agreed that there is evidence on the roads that improvements are being made and to remove the item from the agenda.

6 Boundary Committee, recommendation for Devon. The recent reports from the Boundary Committee, DCC and EDDC have all been circulated prior to the meeting.

Cllr D. Baker provided a brief summary of the proposal. As the Parish Plan includes questions to gather parishioner’s views on Unitary Status and the plan is currently in circulation with completed questionnaires to be collected soon. Cllr D. Baker proposed, seconded by Cllr B. Short that the Parish Council should respond in September once the comments on Parish Plan questionnaires relating to the issue of Unitary Councils had been assimilated. Resolution agreed. The Clerk was asked to ensure information is placed in Speke Up and the Newton Wonder. Cllr D. Baker to check the draft.  Cllr D. Baker to précis the draft in the September Parish Council meeting.

7. Report by East Devon District Councillor Cllr Stuart Luxton. No report received.

 7.1 The letter received from Maitlandwalker regarding reutilising the telephone box at Three Horseshoes, Cowley (previously circulated) was tabled. Cllr S. Wass proposed, seconded by Cllr D. Custance Baker that the Parish Council should reply that there is no objection and seek further information. Resolution: 4 for 1 against the proposal. Proposal carried.
7.2 To respond to a request for information on parking fees and whether the  money is ring fenced for spending on transport, roads etc. The clerk to request a response from Cllr S. Luxton so that the information can be given to the person who requested it and item removed from the agenda. 

8. Affordable housing: 

8.1 Cllr S. Wass reported that no progress can be made until a meeting with EDDC is held. The Clerk has sent the letter requesting a meeting to be set up. 

8.2 It was agreed that the letter from Linda Shaw at EDDC re Land Availability. (Previously circulated) was not relevant to the Parish. No response required.

9. Finance.

 9.1 To sanction payment of accounts:

The Clerk’s wages and expenses for July 2008 £158.98
 Payment to the Audit Commission for the Audit of Year ending 2006-07. £58.75
 Payment for work on the maintenance of the benches. No invoice received.
9.2 The Council received the first quarter accounts.

10. Footpaths: To include:
10.1 The strimming of the footpaths by P3 has not been completed Cllr E. Rogers to chase up Mr S. Jeffcoat at P3. 
11. Planning:

11.1. The decision from EDDC on application no 08/1155/ful, The Club House - refusal. Noted

11.2 The receipt of application 08/1627/LBC .Pollards was noted. No comment.

11.3 To consider any applications received since this agenda was posted. None received.

11.4 To consider the letter from EDDC enforcement officer about the mobile home in Upton Pyne. Clerk to respond strongly that the Parish Council request enforcement action to be taken quickly. 
11.5 In the absence of Cllr A. Jackson the Clerk did not have enough details to discuss the issue of a caravan in a field in Cowley. Deferred.

12. Parish Maintenance.
12.1 To receive an update on the positioning of a bench by the bus stop in Upton Pyne. The clerk reported that Highways Officer Mr Tarl Martin was satisfied with the plan as long as there was at least 1.25m of pavement in front of the bench. Cllr S. Wass proposed, seconded by Cllr D. Baker that Cllr P. Keen should be sanctioned to spend up to £300.00 on the purchase and fitting of a bench. 
12.2 To discuss ongoing concerns re maintenance of the Parish i.e. gutters, drains, ragwort, Japanese knotweed and roads. To identify any tasks for the Parish Lengthsman who is due at the of July. The Clerk was asked to report the growth of japanese knotweed on the bank on the A377 and overgrown weeds on the first bridge on the A377 in Cowley approaching Exeter. 
12.3 To receive an update on the report of rubbish in a garden in the Parish. EDDC have removed one lot of rubbish The Clerk will chase up about the other rubbish that still needs to be removed. 
12.4 To receive an update on the proposal for a footpath in front of Three Horseshoes garage, Cowley. The Clerk has asked Cllr D. Button to include a look at the site in Meg Booth’s visit to the Parish to show the need for improvements. Details of land ownership have been forwarded to Cllr D. Button. To be removed from the agenda until further notice.
12.5 To consider the proposal to provide more notice boards in the Parish. No report. To be removed from the agenda until further notice.

12.6 To receive an update on the dog roaming around the play area. Cllr P. Keen reported that she had spoken to the dog owners. 

12.7 To receive the 6 month Parish Council Risk Assessment. Cllr A. Jackson had forwarded the completed risk assessment. No action required.

13. Parish plan: To receive an update on the progress of the Parish Plan - Cllrs S. Wass, B. Short reported that the questionnaire is being distributed this week to be collected by the end of July.   
14. Quality Council.
14.1 The Clerk to report on the findings regarding setting up a website. Cllr S. Wass, Cllr D. Baker and the Clerk plan to produce a proposal to the Council in September.

14.2 The updated edition and new criteria of Quality Councils were handed out. Cllr D. Baker will assess the Parish Council’s performance against the criteria, to present to the Parish Council in September. 

14.3 It was agreed that the Clerk should attend the training day on Quality Councils in September.

15. Emergency plan. Cllr D. Baker proposed seconded by Cllr B. Short that a Councillor from each ward should develop the Emergency plan. Cllr D. Baker and Cllr N. Taverner agreed to complete the task.

16.  Correspondence possibly requiring action. Nothing new has been received.


17.Feedback on last month’s Circulations and items for future agendas. Items in this month’s circulation that will be available at the beginning of the meeting but not for discussion this month will include:

Newsletter from DAPC (previously circulated)

16.1. To identify and agree items for the next agenda. As above
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