                                      UPTON PYNE PARISH COUNCIL

                 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON                   

                       FRIDAY THE 22ND JANUARY 2010 AT 7.30 PM AT THE                    

                                                     VILLAGE HALL.

Present                                          In attendance

Cllr P. Keen                                   Mrs J. Ward – Clerk
Cllr R Short                                   WPC A Kemp

Cllr D. Custance Baker                  PC Steve Trail
Cllr N Tavener                               DCC Cllr P Bowden                                                                 
Cllr D. Baker                                  2 members of the public
Cllr A Jackson
Cllr Ed Rogers
EDDC Cllr S Luxton
	15 minutes Open Forum:  Cllr D Baker requested that the Clerk obtain the second Planning Application for Bidwell Barton.
Cllr P Bowden reported the situation with regard to the pot holes: Highways have 18 teams covering the whole of Devon.  They are to repair the pot holes and any other defects found.
1/10 To receive apologies for absence:  Cllr S Wass.  Cllr G Kirk apologies sent due to illness.   
2/10 Minutes: held on the 9th November 2009: Approved.
3/10 Declarations of interests-.to be taken as identified.
4/10 Report by Community Police Officer WPC Anita Kemp. 
1. Two crimes reported in Parish: a. One dwelling house burglary; and a car which was later recovered in West Sandford and a bicycle later found dumped in a hedge.

2. Community Speed Watch Systems: Weather conditions prevented this being followed up. 

3. Survey in Cowley: A very good response to the leaflets handed round Cowley where parishioners agreed to implement use of Speed Guns along the A377.  This is not felt to be an issue for Upton Pyne village roads.
4.  Neighbourhood Watch:   One sign at Cowley reported missing.  One volunteer to be found at Cowley.  Ongoing concerns.
 Police Officers left the meeting at 7.55pm.
5/10   Devon County Councillor (DCC) report: 
1. Thanks were expressed to Cllr D Baker for his detailed report on the state of the roads.
2. St Andrews Road:  ongoing concerns.
3. To reduce costs of road maintenance the Councillor has suggested funding local farmers and other owners of suitable equipment to help in times of emergency. Opinion favour of this.
4. DCC Highway’s Budget  is this year 1.2million over budget and there is a need to save £900,000 off  the  East Devon District budget. Particularly in holiday areas seasonal expense on such things as flower beds and boxes will be curtailed.   Other ‘fringe’ schemes such as the £10,000 for ‘Villages in Action’ will, however, be protected in the budget.
5. Reorganisation of Devon:  Devon remains the same: 2-Tier County and District.  Exeter changes to become a Unitary Authority – but only within its existing boundaries. 
6. Money for the County changing little this year, but from 2011 there will be cutbacks.  East Devon has every intention of continuing to support a number of officially ‘non-essential’, but locally and socially ‘desirable’ schemes and resources.
6/10 Report by East Devon District Councillor .  Cllr Stuart Luxton warned that there are bogus telephone callers asking householders about Council Tax rebates and asking for bank details.  Cllr D Custance Baker to place an item in ‘Speke-Up’.
Cllr P Bowden left at 8.25pm.
Cllr S Luxton left at 8.30pm.

7/10 Updates on Councillors Responsibilities. (See appendix 1)
 Councillor feedback on responsibilities as appropriate. 
1. Affordable Housing: Cllr D Baker provided an update from Cllr S Wass: Plot in Upton Pyne may not be viable and Cllr S Wass to meet with representatives of other parishes. 
2. Other Items: Parish Council agreed to institute Working Groups to carry forward several of these matters.

3.  Working Groups: 
· Chair stated there are  people interested in developing  play facilities for children in Upton Pyne.

· There have been 37 responses to the Parish Council questionnaire which largely confirms the Parish Plan conclusion that there is overwhelming support for a cycle track to Brampford.  A working group will follow this up. 
· Upton Pyne parishioners have also agreed to support the Council by taking some responsibility for trying to expedite a bus shelter at the top of the village. A proposal in favour of such groups was approved. 
4. Website:  Clerk to contact Vision ICT to clarify Upton Pyne website address.
5. Notice Boards: Upton Pyne Parish Hall: Clerk to obtain two quotes to put to the Council. before approval

6. Emergency Contact List: No action by EDDC reported.
8/10 Finance:    
Cllr D Baker proposed acceptance of payment as follows:
· Clerk’s wages for December 2009 and January 2010 
· Extra hours worked in November 2009.
· Petty Cash.
· Purchase of laptop for Parish Council business.
· Attendance at New Clerk’s Course: travel allowance. 
Seconded by Cllr B Short.

· Clerk’s hours: Proposal of 5.5 hours per week, 22 hours per month, on 6 month trial basis,  by Chair Pamela Keen and seconded by Cllr A Jackson.

· Parish Plan: Cllr B Short to produce set of accounts for February meeting.  

· Clerk to arrange to meet to check details of Clerk’s Contract with Cllr Short proposed by Cllr B Short, seconded by Cllr D Baker.

· Parish Precept: Proposal by Chair to remain unchanged. It was agreed that the Precept is to remain at 2009 level.

 9/10 Planning: 1. EDDC: Approval for Planning Application: 09/1930/FUL at Bernaville Nurseries. 2. Bidwell Barton: Clerk to obtain copy of Mid- Devon Planning Application. 
10/10 Communications/emails received:
 Clerk circulated various newsletters and circulars.  

11/10 Feedback on last month’s circulations and items for future agendas. 
Requested by Cllr B Short: Items for next Agenda: Parish Plan Meeting: 2 items for next Agenda:
a. Provision of notice board for Cowley and Jackmore. For discussion.

b. Provision of 20mph speed limit. For discussion.
1. Posting of the Summons: Clerk to bring typed list of names of all Upton Pyne and Cowley Councillors.  Councillors to sign next to their names to confirm agreement to e-mail Summons to cllrs.
2. To inform Clerk of any items for next Agenda.

3. Cllr D Baker to review Emergency Plan every year.
12/10 Information received since posting the agenda. 
 Dates of the next meetings :  8th February
Subsequently the second Monday of the month, viz:

6th February 2010
8th March 2010

12th April 2010

10th May 2010
14th June 2010

Annual Parish Meeting 26th April 2010
 The meeting was closed at 9.15pm

	Action       
  By

PC
DCB
SW
P.C.
PC
R.S.
P.C.
PC
PC



Page 1 of 3

