 Madam Chairman’s Report to the

Upton Pyne Annual Parish Meeting

                                                   April 27th 2009.
 The Parish Council has had a very active year culminating in a record level of support  shown by a turnout of 65 people for the Annual Parish Meeting (APM). The Village Hall looked particularly welcoming and attractive for the APM thanks to the paintings lent by the Art Group and the prize winning plants from the Garden Club.

 The parish and Parish Council are fortunate to receive regular support from the local Devon County Councillor, East Devon County Councillor and Police.
A summary of the Parish Councils activities follow:

Finance: the parish precept remains at approximately £18 a year for a community tax band D, yielding around £4100 for all regular expenses and specific activities. This leaves our small parish with little opportunity for any initiating anything but very small projects. It might be of great public benefit, for example, to have a playing field – or at least a green space for sitting and gathering, but the cost would be prohibitive.
(Appendix 1)
Minutes of last meeting: as requested we now have a ‘newcomers’ handbook and we hope re-cycling has become more efficient over the last year. We have reported some people’s disquiet about dark streets overnight, but generally the change to part night and lower wattage lights has been well received. (Appendix 2)
         Planning: Comments are made on all planning applications, usually following a site-
        visit. I would stress that we comment but ultimately EDDC decides! The Parish  

        Council tries to monitor developments as they go up and afterwards to ensure  

        compliance with the original application and it links with the Enforcement Team  

        when concerns about developments are raised.
Affordable Housing: councillors continue to press for this and we do have some hope of a small development of around 4-6 houses in time; how long this will take we still do not know. (Appendix 3)
Parish Plan: copies of this are now available and will be the basis of our response to any proposals from county or government level. The actions identified need to be led by people of the parish and the Parish Plan Group are looking for volunteers. (Appendix 4)
Emergencies: we now have a planned response to the aftermath of any emergency – tsunamis may be unlikely in Upton Pyne, but there might be bad road accidents, fires or other traumatic situations. (Appendix 5)
Re-organisation of local government:  If there is a change to becoming a unitary county and the abolition of districts we continue to push to be linked with Crediton and not Exeter City.
Bus shelters: we hope to have these on either side of the road in Upton Pyne for use by all bus passengers.

 We have provided a bench in Upton Pyne.

Cycle tracks: it is a year since our original request went to the county council and we are still waiting to hear if we shall get support in this. Originally thought of so that children could cycle to school, people have welcomed the idea of an off-road track to the café and pub in Brampford Speke.

Dayz off the Sofa: this county initiative brought around 30 children to enjoy the activities during the Summer holidays. Thanks to the Taverner family for making outdoor space available for the project. The event is happening in the Whitsun Holidays this year.
20mph limit through Upton Pyne: the Parish Council have been supported by Cllr D. Button and WPC Anita Kemp in its attempts to convince DCC to introduce a speed limit of 20mph through the village. DCC have said that the village does not meet the criteria to have a 20mph zone which would not be policed anyhow. However the parish is to be included in the trial of a new Rural Shared Road Scheme.

A377 the Parish Council continue to push for improvements to the traffic issues on the A377 and are now linking with Newton St Cyres Parish Council. (Appendix 6)
Footpaths: Major improvement work has been made to the footpath behind Glebe Close and the Parish Council has also taken on increased responsibility for giving the paths a second strim in the growing season. 
 Web site: In response to a request from the Annual Parish Meeting last year, and as part of the process of working to the criteria for a Quality Council, we are in the process of developing a parish website. This will be live in the next few months.
In Upton Pyne and Cowley we are well looked-after by the district and county authorities and all the officials the Parish Council has dealings with are both courteous and helpful. We extend thanks to them for making our lives that much easier.

Upton Pyne and Cowley are themselves made up of friendly and caring people: we feel fortunate to live here and must work to make sure this is maintained. Remember you are all very welcome to come along to the Parish Council meetings.
And finally a very big thank you to all the Parish Councillors and the Clerk for their continued commitment to the parish.
